
Technical Standards for
Agricultural Information Exchange

The Scope of 
Agricultural Information Exchange

Farmers must exchange many different pieces of information:
- between components on the farm, such as different devices and software packages
- with third-parties such as suppliers, buyers, advisers, government, insurance companies, etc. 

To automate exchange, technical standards are required for:
1. the format of the information
2. the process of transferring the information via an 

electronic interface

Standard Formats for Agricultural Data
Most work on development of standards has focussed 
on formats for transfer of agricultural data:

1. between on-board devices
2. between field implements and farm software
3. between different on-farm software packages
4. between the farm and third-parties
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Current standardisation initiatives address different 
aspects. There are also various proprietary formats 

for transfer to devices and to third-parties
such as buyers.

A standard transmission of data will improve
the use for new technologie (e.g. 
for wireless sensors).


